Integrating Economics in Horticultural IPM Programs
Significant pest pressure and heavy pesticide use in nursery, floriculture, fruit, and vegetable systems dictate the need for IPM systems. These systems function best if participatory, multidisciplinary, and internationally collaborative. Participatory IPM implies stakeholder involvement at every level from grower to government to retailer. Participatory appraisals, crop pest monitoring, laboratory/greenhouse, and multidisciplinary field experiments can help design new IPM components and packages. Economists can help with impact assessment; policy analysis; adoption, price, and marketing studies; design of pre-inspection systems; and assessment of technology transfer options.  An example is presented for grafted eggplant in Bangladesh, in which nurserymen grow and sell seedlings with resistance to bacterial wilt.  
