Optimizing IPM Efforts: Role of Industry-Academia Interactions

Is it possible, given seemingly different priorities, for industry and academia to work together to develop and promote IPM systems? The main priority of industry is to produce or market products that make a profit: consistent with government regulations. Academic priorities are research and outreach, obtaining grant support and publishing.
However, industry and academia need to work together for at least two reasons: 1. Because of the cost and time for product development, delaying pesticide resistance is very important to industry. IPM programs may help to delay resistance. 2. Biological controls and biopesticides  will not solve all pest problems. Research is needed to integrate multiple pest management tactics, including pesticides, into IPM systems.
