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ASSESSMENT/NEEDS DISCUSSION
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1. IN TERMS OF PEST MANAGEMENT, WHAT IS UNIQUE OR DISTINCTIVE ABOUT URBAN WILDLIFE CONTROL?

“Warm fuzzy” feelings about animals.

Practicing IPM (trapping and exclusion) has been there from the start.

Low use of pesticides.

More use of repellants and attractants.

Get more immediate results.

There is a greater need to discuss what is going on with clients.

Often control becomes a community issue.

Multiple agencies involved in licensing.

2. HOW IMPORTANT ARE PESTICIDES (INCLUDING REPELLANTS) AS TOOLS IN URBAN WILDLIFE CONTROL?

State agency point of view: pesticides are very important because necessary for the control of certain species (as ground squirrels).

Humane society point of view: Pesticide use involves many concerns, both operational and ethical.

Synopsis: Pesticides are important, but their use needs to be brought into a fully implemented IPM approach that leads to their de-emphasis.

3. WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT EDUCATIONAL/OUTREACH NEEDS RELEVANT TO URBAN WILDLIFE PEST MANAGEMENT?

Know your audience and your message.

Focus on non-pesticide approaches especially sanitation and exclusion.

Pictures are better than fact sheets. 

Use neighborhood associations and other community groups to get the word out.

More universities need to have urban wildlife pest management in the curriculum.

Address multiple agency jurisdiction conflicts.

Create information for homeowners.

Teach hands-on techniques.

Communicating about risks is tricky, especially concerning disease threats. Some things, as fear of the unknown, exaggerate the sense of risk.

