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The University of California IPM Program was funded by the California State Legislature in 1979 to develop and promote IPM programs.  Legislators were motivated by two findings by the California Department of Food and Agriculture: (1) growers were not always using the most environmentally sound practices (thus violating environmental laws) and (2) while, the University of California was a world leader in the development of IPM programs, practical information about how to implement IPM was not getting down to the grower level. 

Since that time the UC IPM program has sought to resolve these gaps through applied research, development of publications and a web site as well as demonstration and education programs. Early on, we found that research information was not always practical to use.  We worked with UC experts and especially cooperative extension specialists, IPM advisors and county advisors to create realistic sampling and monitoring systems.   We involved PCAs and growers in the development and review process. We took photographs and developed diagnostic information.  

Over time, our educational materials have gotten more elaborate with much more detail on nonchemical alternatives, organic practices, sampling methods and links to degree day models or other interactive information.  We provide information on pesticide resistance, impact of pesticides on natural enemies, honeybees,  and re-entry intervals. The new seasonal monitoring guide for prune monitoring will allow growers and PCAs to in by time of year as well as by pest. Interactive modules have been added to our web site. An on-l;ine Dormant Sprays alternatives calculator for stone fruit growers  allows them to estimate costs and benefits of different management regimes. New products and content are developed as identified by extension IPM advisors, farm advisors and growers and PCAs in the field. Useful products can not be produced without this interaction.

View our material at http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu

