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Abstract

Based on statutory mandate and strategic policy the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has established a program to encourage the development and adoption of pest management practices that reduce the overall risk to human and environmental health.  The goal is to encourage growers to use the safest pest management alternatives.  Seed money is provided to commodity groups to establish Pest Management Alliance (PMA) projects.  The projects are collaborative statewide efforts designed to demonstrate the effectiveness of reduced risk practices in commercial situations. 

The establishment of a PMA serves to open a line of communication between DPR and industry.  DPR has learned about pest management challenges facing growers and growers in turn have an open line of communication with DPR.  This allows for exchange of information, not only about pest management, but on a wide range of issues.  Industry matched DPR’s funding support, dollar-for-dollar, and has established several statewide projects designed to develop and promote adoption of reduced risk practices.  The University of California plays a key role in these PMA partnerships.  UC IPM project advisors and local UC Farm Advisors provide much of the expertise and resources to bring projects to fruition. 

The Walnut PMA is one example of a partnership approach to problem solving.  The Walnut Marketing Board provides overall direction of PMA activities, with a focus on alternatives to control codling moth and walnut blight, two key pests.  The PMA Management Team, which includes the project coordinator, UC advisors, growers, pest control advisors, USDA researchers, DPR and others, identifies the specific alternative practices to be demonstrated.  The existing UC infrastructure made it easier to get things started. UC IPM advisors play a key role in project communication and statewide coordination.  UC Farm Advisors contacted participants, identified site locations and set up the demonstration trials.  They are also responsible for on-site project coordination and gathering information.  UC researchers develop monitoring and treatment thresholds, funnel research information to the project and provide technical support.  
The Walnut PMA has stayed on track while narrowing its focus (i.e., increased emphasis on sprayable pheromone) due in large part to the skills and experience of the project partners.  Effective communication, both within the project and within the grower community, is a strong point of the PMA.  New information, particularly regarding sprayable technology, has created increased interest in alternatives.  As a result, there is an increase in the number of demonstration orchards and in the number of growers and pest control advisors participating in the PMA.  Once established a PMA continues, even after DPR funding ends.  Overall, the PMA partnerships have helped DPR move towards its goal to increase adoption of IPM.  
